ShL/  > — 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  CORBY 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1968. 


★ 


F.  R.  N.  LYNCH,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  CORBY 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1968. 


F.  R.  N.  LYNCH,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 


Urban  District  Council  of  Corby 


Chairman  of  the  Council: 
COUNCILLOR  C.  J.  BULL,  J.P. 

Health  and  Housing  Committee: 


J.  McCORMICK 

W.  MURPHY 

COUNCILLORS 

D.  C.  MOON  (Chairman) 

A.  G.  PORTMAN 

C.  STEWART 

MRS.  E. 

R. 

E.  STEWART 

A.  STEWART 

T.  H.  SYKES 

Clerk  of  the  Council 

G.  B.  BLACKALL,  M.B.E.,  A.I.M.T.A.,  D.P.A. 
HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

F.  R.  N.  LYNCH,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Also  holds  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for:— 

Burton  Latimer,  Desborough  and  Rothwell  Urban  Districts  and  Kettering 
Rural  District. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Wellingborough  and  Irthlingborough  Urban 
District  and  Wellingborough  Rural  District. 

Secretary 

MISS  M.  W.  LANGLEY 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent: 

* t G.  WATERWORTH,  D.P.A. (London),  C.S.I.B.,  M.Inst.  P.C. 
Assistant  Public  Health  Inspectors : 

* 1 S.  H.  REED,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A. M.Inst.  P.C. 

*tH.  ROBERTS,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  COOPER 
Technical  Assistant: 

H.  A.  PANTHER 
Clerical  Staff: 

MRS.  E.  J.  BELL 
T.  F.  PARKER 
MISS  M.  MOMOTUIK 
Public  C leansing  Staff: 

G.  SELLARS  — Foreman 
D.  HOPE  — Assistant  Foreman 
F.  BARFORD  — Assistant  Foreman 


* Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 
t Certified  Smoke  Inspector. 

1 Certificate  of  the  Institute  of  Housing. 


3 


CONTENTS 


Introductory  Letter  


• • • •••  •••  •«« 


Section  A 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


• • • • •• 


Section  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  

Section  C 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  

Section  D 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  

Section  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  

Section  F 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases  ... 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Administration  of  Factories  Act 


•••  •••  •••  ••• 


Index 


••  «ft  •••  • •• 


•••  •••  • ••  •••  •••  ••• 


••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


Page 

5 

11 

22 

29 

31 

34 

36 

44 

61 

63 


4 


Telephone:  Kettering  2473 


Public  Health  Department, 


75,  London  Road, 
KETTERING. 


July,  1969. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Corby. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN,  MRS.  STEWART  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  for  consideration  my  eighth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Corby. 

The  method  of  presentation  of  tne  death  statistics  has  been  changed 
this  year.  For  many  years  the  classification  of  the  causes  of  death  was 
drawn  up  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Abridged  List  of  thirty-six 
causes.  Analysis  of  mortality  will  in  future  be  shown  according  to  the  Inter- 
national Classification  used  in  this  Report  and  this  List  comprises  sixty-five 
causes  of  death. 

This  document  also  includes  the  Annual  Report  of  Mr.  G.  Waterworth, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

I must  thank  Dr.  J.V.  L.  Farquhar,  Medical  Referee  of  the  Kettering 
Crematorium  who  has  as  usual  supplied  me  with  the  figures  relating  to 
cremation. 

I must  acknowledge  the  support  I have  had  from  the  Members  of  the 
Council  which  has  been  given  in  a manner  that  I deeply  appreciate.  The 
Administrative  Staff  has  also  been  of  every  possible  help. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Miss  Langley  who  has  prepared  the  draft  of 
this  Report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
F.  R.  N.  LYNCH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  BLOCK 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Comparative  Statistics  for  the  Five  Year  Period  1963  to  1968 


Area  of  the  Urban  District  (acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General’s 
Estimate)  

Number  of  Live  Births  

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

Birth  rate  per  1,000  Population 

Number  of  Still  Births  

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total 
births 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Number  of  Deaths  

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 
and  Abortion  

Number  of  Infant  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live 
Births 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births  

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Still  Births 
and  deaths  under  one  week  com- 
bined per  1,000  total  Live  and 
Still  Births)  

Death  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Deaths  from  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis  

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 
ages)  

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
under  two  years  of  age 


1964  1965  1966  1967  1968 


3,622 

3,622 

3,622 

5,156 

5,156 

42,770 

44,610 

45,550 

46,540 

48,150 

1,130 

1,143 

1,036 

978 

1,054 

1,075 

1,069 

968 

901 

975 

55 

74 

68 

77 

79 

26.42 

25.62 

22.74 

21.01 

21.89 

19 

16 

17 

14 

18 

19 

15 

13 

11 

17 

— 

1 

4 

3 

1 

16.54 

13.81 

16.14 

14.11 

16.79 

0.44 

0.36 

0.37 

0.30 

0.37 

214 

270 

250 

246 

249 

5.00 

6.05 

5.49 

5.28 

5.17 

26 

33 

29 

22 

20 

23.01 

28.87 

27.99 

22.49 

18.98 

15.04 

19.25 

18.34 

10.22 

12.33 

31.33 

31.92 

31.34 

23.19 

26.12 

1 

1 

3 

2 

- 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

41 

51 

56 

58 

59 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  (Continued) 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Deaths  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Natural  increase  in  population,  i.e. 
Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths 

916 

873 

786 

732 

805 
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SECTION  A. 


General  Statistics  of  the  Area 


Area  (acres)  5,156 


Census  Population:  — 


Year 

Males 

F emales 

1951 

8,723 

8,020 

16,743 

1961 

18,620 

17,702 

36,322 

Increase  of  19 

,579-  116.9% 

Population  (Registrar  General’s 

Mid-year  Estimate  1968) 

48,150 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses: 

1951 

4,412 

1961 

9,803 

1968  at 

31:12:68 

13,040 

Rateable  Value  

at 

31:12:68 

£2,913,934 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£11,770 
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Social  Conditions  including  Chief  Occupations 
of  the  Inhabitants 


The  social  conditions  of  the  District  are  good  as  is  to  be  expected  of  a 
new  town.  There  are  adequate  open  spaces  with  facilities  for  sports  and 
recreation. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  the  manufacture  of  iron  and 
steel  and  associated  with  this  are  a number  of  allied  trades.  Building  and 
Civil  Engineering  are  also  important  and  in  addition,  there  are  factories 
engaged  in  the  production  of  footwear,  clothing,  foodstuffs,  articulated 
trailers  and  electrical  equipment. 

The  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  in  Corby  now  serves  an 
area  which  comprises  the  Urban  District  of  Corby,  the  Urban  District  of 
Oundle  and  several  parishes  in  the  Kettering  and  Oundle  and  Thrapston 
Rural  Districts.  The  Corby  Youth  Employment  Bureau,  which  deals  with 
school  leavers  and  young  people  under  18  years  of  age,  covers  the  same 
area. 

The  total  working  population  was  estimated  in  June  1967,  to  be  28,000. 
The  state  of  unemployment  was:- 

Registered  unemployed  on  8:1:68— 

550  men,  120  women,  23  boys,  27  girls. 

Registed  unemployed  on  13:1:69— 

523  men,  81  women,  21  boys,  7 girls. 


The  rate  of  unemployment  on  13:1:69  was  2.3%  (2.6%  January  1968)  of  the 
working  population  compared  with  the  National  percentage  of  2.6%. 

The  Register  of  Disabled  Persons  kept  by  the  Department  of  Employment 
and  Productivity  contains  the  names  of  persons  who  are  substantially 
handicapped  yet  capable  of  working.  At  a count  taken  in  1968  there  were 
484  men,  82  women,  5 boys  and  3 girls  on  the  Register. 


Live  Births 


T ota  1 


Extracts  from  Vital 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability 
factor  0.83)  


Still  Births 

Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 

Totals 


Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and 
still)  


Deaths 

Number  registered  all  causes 
Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability 
factor  2.48)  


Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births  


Deaths  of  Infants  (under  1 year) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

Births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  


Deaths  of  Infants  (under  4 weeks) 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births  (still  births 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
week  combined)  


Statistics,  1968. 

Males  Females 

489  486  975 

36  43_  79 

525  529  1054 


21.89 

18.17 

Males 

Females 

Total 

7 

10 

17 

1 

— 

1 

8 

10 

18 

16.79 

Males 

Females 

T otal 

158 

91 

249 

5.17 

12.82 

Males 

Females 

T otal 

11 

9 

20 

18.98 

19.49 

12.66 

Males 

Females 

T ota  1 

7 

6 

13 

12.33 

26.12 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  BIRTHS 
LIVE  BIRTHS  1939  - 1968 


Estimated 

Mid-Year 

Population 

Registered 

Live 

Births 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 
Corby  U.D. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 
Administrative 
Count’’ 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 
England 
& Wales 

1939 

11,300 

?7« 

24.42 

15.02 

15.0 

1940 

11,100 

317 

28.55 

13.94 

14.6 

1941 

11,330 

319 

28.15 

13.51 

14.2 

1942 

11,320 

265 

23.40 

16.66 

15.8 

1943 

11,220 

264 

23.52 

17.91 

16.5 

1944 

11,080 

330 

29.78 

20.07 

17.6 

1 945 

11,330 

290 

25.59 

18.98 

16.1 

1946 

12,170 

262 

21.52 

19.17 

19.1 

1947 

12,450 

255 

20.48 

20.42 

20.5 

1948 

13,260 

263 

19.83 

17.46 

17.9 

1949 

13,970 

282 

20.18 

16.19 

16.7 

1950* 

15,700 

380 

23.71 

15.71 

15.8 

1951* 

17,000 

409 

23.56 

15.57 

15.5 

1952* 

18,250 

449 

24.11 

15.50 

15.3 

1953* 

19,720 

542 

24.18 

16.16 

15.5 

1954* 

20.360 

573 

24.20 

16.20 

15.2 

1955* 

23,830 

639 

23.06 

15.49 

15.0 

1 956* 

26,240 

716 

22.92 

16.67 

15.7 

1957* 

28,530 

827 

24.35 

17.03 

16.1 

1958* 

30,620 

815 

22.09 

16.95 

16.4 

1959* 

32,730 

838 

20.99 

16.60 

16.5 

1Q60* 

34,700 

966 

22.83 

17.70 

17.2 

1961* 

36,890 

1,043 

22.90 

18.04 

17.6 

1962* 

39,460 

1,005 

20.37 

18.37 

18.0 

1963* 

41,390 

1,158 

23.22 

18.62 

18.2 

1964* 

42,770 

1,130 

21.93 

19.10 

18.5 

1Q65* 

44,610 

1,143 

21.27 

18.85 

18.1 

1966* 

45,550 

1,036 

18.87 

18.54 

17.7 

1967* 

46.540 

978 

17.44 

18.00 

17.2 

1968* 

48,150 

1,054 

18.17 

18.80 

16.9 

*Corrected  Figure 
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Comments  on  Vital  Statistics 


1.  Population.— The  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  population 
i,e,  30th  June,  1968  is  48,150,  The  corresponding  figure  for  1967  was 
46,540,  giving  an  increase  in  population  of  1,610  in  the  12  months. 

By  subtracting  the  Natural  Increase,  i.e.  a figure  which  represents  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  and  the  value  of  which  for  the  current  year 
is  805  from  the  overall  increase  in  population  we  arrive  at  the  figure 
of  805  persons  and  this  number  gives  the  total  amount  of  immigration  into 
the  town  during  the  year.  The  Density  of  Population  is  9.34  persons 
per  acre  and  the  Housing  Factor  3.69  persons  per  house, 

2.  Births  —There  were  1,054  live  births  in  1968,  which  is  an  increase  of 
76  in  the  number  registered  for  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a Crude 
Birth  Rate  of  21.89  per  1^000  population.  The  corresponding  figure  for 
1967  was  21.01, 

It  will  be  apparent  that  the  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  in  any  place  is 
influenced  by  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  so  that  in 
order  that  more  exact  comparisons  can  be  made  between  one  area  and 
another  the  actual  Rate  is  multiplied  by  a number  called  the  Compara- 
bility Factor,  the  result  being  known  as  the  Adjusted,  or  Corrected  Rate. 
These  Comparability  Factors  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  and 
are  based  on  the  age  and  sex  distribution  as  shown  by  the  Census.  For 
Corby  the  Birth  Rate  Comparability  Factor  is  0.83  and  the  Corrected 
Birth  Rate  standardised  on  the  basis  of  age  and  sex  composition  there- 
fore gives  an  Adjusted  Rate  of  18.17.  The  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  of  18.17 
compares  with  17.44  for  1967  and  the  Provisional  Crude  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  16.9, 

3.  Deaths,— There  were  249  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1968,  The  figure  for 
last  year  246  and  the  corresponding  Crude  Death  Rates  are  5.17  and 
5.28,  In  the  same  way  as  described  in  the  case  of  2,  Births  above,  the 
Death  Rate  is  standardised  by  the  use  of  a further  Comparability  Factor. 
Its  value  for  Corby  is  2.48  and  the  Adjusted  Death  Rate  corrected  by 
means  of  this  calculation  is  found  to  be  12.82.  The  provisional  Crude 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  is  reckoned  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  be  11.9,  Reference  to  pages  16  and  17  will  show  the  totjal 
number  of  deaths  classed  to  65  causes.  A short  summary  of  this  page  is 
here  appended. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

Cancer  

Respiratory  Diseases 

(excluding  Tuberculosis)  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Accidents,  and  Suicide  

Congenital  Malformation  and 

Perinatal  Mortality  

Other  diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Diabetes  

All  other  causes  

Totals 


No.  of 
Deaths 

Percentage 
of  Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Population 

86 

34,6 

1.79 

59 

23.7 

1.22 

26 

10.4 

0.54 

24 

9.7 

0.50 

16 

6.4 

0.33 

IS 

6.0 

0.31 

6 

2.4 

0.13 

4 

1.6 

0.08 

13 

5.2 

0.27 

249 

100.0 

5.17 

The  chief  causes  of  death  shown  by  this  tabulation  are  Heart  Diseases 
and  Cancer  in  that  order. 

Violent  death  accounted  for  16  entries.  Of  these,  Accidental  death  is 
responsible  for  16, 
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4.  Infant  Mortal i ty.  — The  number  of  infants  dying  in  the  first  year  of  life  is 
20,  and  this  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  18.98  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  corresponding  figure  for  1967  was  22.49  and  the  provisional  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole  is  18.0.  The  majority  of  these  infant 
deaths,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table,  occurred  in  the  first 
month.  This  method  of  expression  is  referred  to  as  the  Neonatal  Mortality, 
and  the  rate  for  1968  is  12.33  per  1,000  live  births.  The  current  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  12.3.  It  will  be  further  seen  that  the  principal 
causes  of  infantile  deaths  are  Prematurity  and  developmental  conditions, 
including  malformations. 

The  causes  of  Infant  Deaths,  with  age  and  sex  were  as  follows:  — 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  Death 

1 

hour 

M 

Prematurity. 

6 

hours 

M 

Prematurity. 

10 

hours 

M 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome.  Prematurity. 

17 

hours 

F 

Respiratory  Distress.  Prematurity. 

1 

day 

M 

Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

1 

day 

F 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome.  Prematurity. 

2 

days 

M 

Hydrocephalus  and  Meningomyelocele. 

3 

days 

F 

Erythroblastosis  Foetalis. 

6 

days 

F 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

6 

days 

F 

Toxic  Epidermonecrolysis. 

10 

days 

M 

Prematurity. 

2 

weeks 

F 

Meningomyelocele.  Septicaemia.  Meningitis. 

2 

weeks 

M 

Rectal  Agenesis.  Downe's  Syndrome. 

1 

month 

F 

Bronchopneumonia.  Severe  Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

9 

weeks 

M 

Asphyxia.  (Autopsy). 

3 

months 

M 

Intracerebral  Haemorrhage.  Mild  Coarctation  of 

3 months 
6 months 


F 

F 


6 months  M 
9 months  M 


Aorta. 

(Autopsy). 

Virus  Encephalitis. 

Cardiac  and  Respiratory  Failure.  Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

Spina  Bifida  and  Hydrocephalus. 

Respiratory  Failure  . Milk  Allergy  Syndrome.  Prematurity. 
(Autopsy). 

Pneumonia.  Mental  subnormality. 
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5.  Still  Births:— The  number  of  Still  Births  in  1968  was  18.  The  Still  Birth 
Rate  is  16.79  per  1,000  total  births.  The  rate  for  1967  was  14.11  and  the 
current  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  14.3.  I append  particulars  of  these 
deaths:  — 


Sex  Cause  of  Death 

M Intra-Uterine  Death. 

M Placental  Insufficiency. 

F Accidental  Haemorrhage,  Cause  unknown. 

M Anencephaly. 

F Prematurity.  Placental  Insufficiency.  Recurrent  Premature  Labours. 
F Anencephaly. 

M Intra-Uterine  Death.  Ante-partum  Haemorrhage.  Placental  Insufficiency. 
F Anencephalic.  Premature  Birth. 

M Intra-Uterine  Death.  Meningomyelocele  of  Neck. 

F Placental  Anoxia.  Post  Maturity. 

M Foetal  Anoxia. 

F Foetal  Anoxia.  Placental  Insufficiency.  Post  Maturity.  Mild  Pre- 
eclamptic Toxaemia. 

M Ante-patum  Haemorrhage.  Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia. 

M Anencephaly.  Prematurity.  (Twin). 

F Placental  Insufficiency, 

F Prematurity.  Hydramnios.  Anencephaly. 

F Anoxia.  Prolapsed  Cord.  Separation  of  Placenta.  Hydramnios.  Gross 
Foetal  Abnormality.  Anencephaly. 

F Anencephaly. 


6.  Disposal  of  the  Dead.— Of  the  249  deaths  during  the  year,  122  bodies  were 
disposed  of  by  cremation  at  Kettering  Crematorium,  giving  a percentage 
of  49. 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

In  subsequent  sections,  full  details  will  be  found  relating  to  infectious 
diseases  and  environmental  health  within  the  Urban  District,  for  which  the 
Council  is  directly  responsible. 

The  present  section  relates  to  those  health  services  which  concern  more 
the  personal  health  and  welfare  of  the  individual  rather  than  public  health 
and  the  community.  The  Health  Committee  of  the  Northamptonshire  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  administration  of  some  of  these  sevices  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act. 

Liaison  between  County  Council  Services  and  District  Council  Services 
is  facilitated  by  the  fact  that  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  a school 
Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

Laboratory  Faci  I ities.— The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northampton  is 
available  for  the  examination  of  specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis 
and  control  of  infectious  diseases.  The  following  specimens  were  examined 
during  the  year:  — 


Faeces  280 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  L.  Hoyle  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  North- 
ampton and  to  Dr.  H.  J.  Voss,  Pathology  Department,  General  Hospital, 
Kettering,  for  their  bacteriological  reports. 

Ambulance  Services,— This  is  one  of  the  services  for  which  the  County 
Council  are  responsible,  and  the  area  is  covered  by  radio-controlled  ambul- 
ances stationed  at  Corby  and  Kettering. 

Domiciliary  Services,— The  District  Nursing,  Domiciliary  Midwife  and 
Health  Visitor  Services  are  administered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  valuable  Home  Help  Service,  also  controlled  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  continues  to  be  extensively  used.  The  Service  relieves 
people  of  domestic  worry  during  illness,  in  old  age  or  in  childbirth  con- 
finement. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination,— Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  ^Whooping 
Cough  and  Poliomyelitis  and  vaccination  against  Smallpox  are  free  services, 
available  either  from  the  family  doctor  or  at  the  County  Child  Welfare 
Clinics.  Certain  age  groups  of  children  can  also  be  given  B.C.G.  vaccination 
to  protect  against  Tuberculosis;  this  is  done  through  the  School  Health 
Service. 

A vaccine  for  the  protection  of  infants  against  Measles  is  now  available 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  County  Health  Department,  a 
campaign  for  the  control  of  and,  it  is  hoped,  ultimate  eradication  of  this 
disease,  was  commenced  in  the  Autumn  of  1968. 


Nuffield  Diagnostic  Centre 

This  Centre,  opened  in  1954,  was  built  as  a joint  venture  by  the  Nuffield 
Provincial  Hospital  Trust  and  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  was 
originally  intended  as  a pioneer  experiment  and  its  aim  was  to  provide 
facilities  for  the  use  of  General  Practitioners  and  Consultants. 

In  this  way  it  was  hoped  to  provide  a common  ground  for  the  integration 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  National  Health  Service. 

The  Centre  is  situated  on  open  parkland  and  sheltered  by  woodlands  and 
adjoins  the  Maternity  Unit.  It  is  easily  accessible  from  all  parts  of  the  town 
and  the  surrounding  district.  The  grounds  have  been  laid  out,  planted  and 
maintained  by  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Corby.  Ample  space  has  been 
reserved  for  future  hospital  development. 

In  addition  to  the  diagnostic  facilities  which  are  provided  there  is  a 
well  equipped  Physiotherapy  Department  and  also  an  Operating  Theatre  for 
minor  surgery. 

Consultant  Clinics  covering  a wide  range  of  medical  specialities  are 
regularly  held. 

The  Diagnostic  Centre  has  been  extended  by  the  addition  of  six  Examina- 
tion Rooms  and  two  Consulting  Rooms.  This  accomodatior^opened  in  August, 
1967,  provides  further  space  for  Ante-natal  gynaecological  and  Orthopaedic 
services. 


Corby  Maternity  Unit 

This  Unit,  opened  in  1961,  was  built  by  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board  with  funds  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a General  Practitioner 
Maternity  Unit  to  meet  the  need  for  local  hospital  maternity  services  in  an 
area  with  a very  high  birth  rate  at  a distance  from  the  district  hospital 
centre.  Consultant  architectural  services  for  the  scheme  were  provided  by 
the  staff  of  the  Architectural  Division  of  the  Nuffield  Provincial  Hospital 
Trust. 

The  accomodation  includes  two  first  stage  labour  rooms,  two  delivery 
rooms  and  twenty  lying-in  beds.  The  unit  deals  only  with  normal  deliveries. 
Cases  requiring  specialist  attention  are  either  admitted  or  transferred  to  the 
Maternity  Unit,  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Kettering  or  to  the  Barratt  Maternity 
Hospital,  Northampton. 


The  Civic  Centre 

The  Civic  Centre,  covering  an  area  of  six  acres,  was  officially  opened 
on  October  20th,  1965  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  R.  H.  S.  Crossman,  O.B.E.,  M.P., 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  The  newly  constructed  buildings 
on  this  site  comprise:  — 

(a)  Administration  Block  including  Council  Chamber  and  Committee  Rooms. 

(b)  Civic  Halls.  This  building  houses  a large  multi-purpose  hall,  a Civic 
Theatre  with  seating  accommodation  for  over  500  people,  and  a small 
Functions  Room. 

(c)  Swimming  Pool.  This  is  a covered  heated  pool  of  Championship  size- 
11U  feet  by  42  teet,  with  tive  racing  lanes,  a Spectators’  Gallery  with 
seating  accommodation  for  about  450  people,  a Cafe  and  Sunbathing 
Terrace. 

Ample  car  parking  space  encircles  the  buildings. 

Great  advantage  is  taken  of  the  amenities  provided  at  the  Swimming  Pool 
and  it  is  a pleasure  to  place  on  record  that  this  project  has  been  entirely 
successful. 
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The  presentations  at  the  Civic  Theatre  attempt  to  cater  for  a wide  range 
of  interest. 

The  Ballroom  and  Civic  Halls  are  popular  for  various  functions. 

An  Entertainments  Manager  has  been  appointed  to  administer  the  day  to 
day  running  of  the  Civic  Halls  and  a Pool  Supervisor  is  responsible  for  the 


Swimming  Pool. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

1.  Corby  Diagnostic  Centre.  Clinics  are  as  follows:  — 


MONDAY: 

9.00  a.m, 

9.00  a.m. 

9.00  a.m. 

10.00  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic  —Diagnostic. 

Medical. 

Dermatological.  (First  Monday  of  month). 

School  Eye  Clinic.  (Alternate  weeks). 

Surgical.  (First  and  third  weeks  of  month). 
Orthopaedic.  (Second,  fourth  and  fifth  Monday). 

TUESDAY: 

9.00  a.m. 

9.00  a m. 

1.30  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Physical  Medicine. 

Gynaecological.  (Alternate  weeks). 

Paediatric.  (First  and  third  weeks  of  month). 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

Psychiatric  Clinic. 

WEDNESDAY: 

8.30  a.m. 

9.00  a.m. 

10.30  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Orthopaedic. 

Gynaecological  and  Obstetrical.  (Alternate  weeks). 
Surgical. 

Orthoptic. 

Ophthalmological. 

THURSDAY:- 
8.30  a.m. 

8.45  a.m. 

9.00  a.m. 

9.00  a.m. 

Medical. 

Ante-natal 

Chest  Clinic— Treatment. 

Surgical. 

FRIDAY: 

9.00  a.m. 

9.00  a.m. 

10.00  a.m. 

1.30  p.m. 

1.30  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Dermatological. 

Paediatric. 

Orthopaedic. 

Psychiatric  Clinic. 

Ante-natal 

Medical.  (Alternate  weeks). 

2.  County  Council  Clinics:  — 

The  Central  Health  Clinic,  Stuart  Road. 

The  main  local  authority  health  services  in  the  town  operate  from  this 
Clinic.  Health  Visitors,  Midwives,  Nurses  and  the  Local  Home  Help 
Organiser  have  their  offices  here.  There  are  two  Dental  Surgeries. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES: 

Central  Health  Clinic,  Stuart  Road-Every  Monday  and  Friday  2-4  p.m. 
Pen  Green  Lane— Every  Tuesday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Beanfield  Bungalow— Every  Monday  and  Thursday  2 p.m. 
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RELAXATION  AND  PARENTCRAFT  CLASSES: 


Beanfield  Bungalow— Every  Wednesday  10.30  a.m. 

Central  Health  Clinic,  Stuart  Road— Every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 

2.30  p.m. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS: 

Beanfield  Clinic— Every  Thursday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Pen  Green  Lane  Clinic— Everv  Monday  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon,  Tuesdays 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  Thursday  9.3Q  a.m.  to  12_n6on. 

Central  Health  Clinic,  Stuart  Road— Monday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  Wednesday 

and  Friday. 

FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINIC: 

Pen  Green  Lane  Clinic— First  and  third  Wednesday  of  the  month  at 

2.30  p.m. 

3.  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board:— 

(a)  TUBERCULOSIS —Nuffield  Diagnostic  Centre,  Corby,  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  9.30  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

(b)  VENEREAJ.  DISEASES— Out-patient  Department,  General  Hospital, 
Kettering,  Tuesday— Females  4.30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 

Males  5.30  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.— This  act  empowers  Local 
Authorities  to  require  the  compulsory  admission  to  hospital  of  certain  cases 
of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  One  request  for  application  of 
Section  47  was  made  during  the  year  but  I was  able  to  secure  admission  of 
this  patient  to  hospital  by  persuasion  and  without  actually  seeking  a 
Magistrate's  Order  which  is  required  in  formal  application  of  the  Section. 

Section  50.— No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  in 
1968. 

Voluntary  Organisations.— There  are  over  150  Voluntary  Organisations  in 
Corby  and  many  of  these  undertake  useful  work  in  helping  the  aged,  the 
needy  and  the  sick.  There  follows  a brief  description  of  some  of  the  activi- 
ties:— 


1.  Corby  Home  Safety  Committee:— 

The  Corby  Home  Safety  Committee  was  established  in  1961  and  consists 
of  two  members  nominated  by  the  Urban  District  Council,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Council’s  Housing  Manager,  the  Superintendent  of  Police, 
Corby  Division,  the  Public  Relations  Officer,  Corby  Development  Corporation, 
the  Chief  Fire  Officer  and  Chief  Ambulance  Officer,  Corby  and  representatives 
from  Corby  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  the  Red  Cross,  East  Midlands 
Gas  and  Electricity  Boards,  the  Corby  Trades  Council  and  the  Press. 

2.  Corby  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee.  The  Chiropody  Service  has  been 
extended  to  take  in  pensioners  from  the  surrounding  villages  and  this  new 
system  has  worked  very  well. 

Once  again,  the  pensioners  visited  S6uthsea  for  their  annual  holiday. 

Several  pensioners  made  a float  for  and  took  part  in  the  Corby  Carnival. 

An  open  air  concert  in  June  raised  £16  as  well  as  providing  first  class 
entertainment  for  the  pensioners.  The  annual  concert  was  held  in  January  and 
in  September  a band  concert  was  also  held. 

The  Flag  Week  proved  very  successful  when  over  £160  was  raised.  The 
Christmas  Bazaar  proved  to  be  the  best  to  date,  eight  clubs  took  part  and 
each  made  a satisfactory  profit  for  their  club  . 
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In  addition  to  the  social  events  which  were  organised,  the  Committee 
has  been  able  to  give  financial  and  other  help  to  many  old  people.  Many 
visits  have  been  made  to  the  sick  and  housebound  during  the  year. 


3.  Corby  Nursing  Care  Committee.—  This  Committee  also  carries  on  very 
generous  work  by  visiting  the  chronic  sick  at  home  and  in  hospital 
and  by  providing  them  with  presents  and  essentials.  At  Christmas  the 
Committee  visits  and  gives  gifts  to  Old  Age  Pensioners  and  house 
bound. 


4.  Corby  Social  Services  Co-ordinating  Committee This  Committee  has 
been  meeting  regularly  for  ten  years  and  continues  to  do  most  useful 
work.  Its  members  consist  of  the  Urban  District  Council’s  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Housing  Manager,  Housing  Welfare  Officer,  and 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  Social  Relations  Officer,  Messrs. 
Stewarts  & Lloyds,  the  Housing  Superintendent  and  Public  Relations 
Officer,  Corby  Development  Corporation,  three  Probation  Officers,  the 
Managers  of  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  and  Ministry 
of  Social  Security,  Corby,  Peterborough  Diocesan  Family  and  Social 
Welfare  Council  and  the  Chief  Inspector,  N.S.P.C.C. 


The  Committee’s  objects  are:  — 

(i)  To  deal  with  “problem  families”  of  which  in  a New 
Town  with  a population  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the 
British  Tsles  and  most  European  countries,  there 
■ must  of  necessity  be  a larger  number  than  in  a 
normal  town  of  comparable  size. 

(ii)  By  interchange  of  information  to  prevent  overlapp- 
ing of  work  done  by  various  social  workers. 


(Hi)  To  endeavour  to  keep  in  their  own  homes  and  avoid 
the  necessity  for  eviction  or  application  for  Part  III 
accommodation  in  the  case  of  those  families  who 
are  for  various  reasons  in  danger  of  receiving 
Notice  to  Quit. 

(iv)  To  assist  and  advise  needy  families  wherever 
necessary  and  to  supply  items  of  furniture  wherever 
required. 


Periodically,  members  give  reports  to  the  Committee  on  the  work  of 
their  respective  departments  e.g.  the  unemployment  position  in  Corby 
and  District,  the  work  of  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security,  Probation 
Service  and  N.S.P.C.C. 

5.  Women's  Royal  Voluntary  Service  ('W'.RlF.SJ  The  W.R.V.S.  carry  on  very 
useful  public  work  in  Corby  such  as  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  at 
the  Clinics,  the  provision  of  clothing  and  furniture  to  families  in  need 
and  the  distribution  of  Christmas  parcels  to  these  families.  The  “Meals 
on  Wheels  Service”  is  administered bv  tv>e  W.R.V.S.  The  meats  are  served 
twice  a week  and  during  1968,  3,635  meals  were  delivered. 

6.  Peterborough  Diocesan  Family  and  Social  Welfare  Council. 

7.  St.  John  Ambulance  Society. 

8.  Corby  Red  Cross  Society. 
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9.  Corby  Chest,  Heart  and  Tuberculosis  Care  Group.—  At  the  end  of  the  year 
36  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  80  patients  with  other  chest 
complaints,  were  registered  with  this  Committee. 

The  sum  of  £385  was  paid  out  to  the  dependants  of  those  who  were 
receiving  hospital  treatment,  ana  £109.10.0  in  pocket  money  was  paid 
to  the  patients  themselves. 

At  Christmas  £14.7.6  was  spent  on  toys  for  the  patients’  children. 
Many  efforts  were  arranged  to  raise  funds  for  this  worthy  cause. 

10.  National  Spastics  Society,  Corby  and  District  Branch.—  This  Branch  of 
the  National  Spastics  Society  does  valuable  work. 

11.  Northamptonshire  Town  and  Country  Association  for  the  Blind. 

12.  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 


Play  Leadership  in  Corby 

During  the  early  Winter  months,  play  centres  were  organised  in  the  even- 
ings at  four  hired  premises  and  at  weekends  and  during  school  holidays  the 
Council’s  main  West  Glebe  Centre  was  brought  into  use.  During  the  Summer, 
nine  play  centres  were  opened  in  parks  and  open  areas  of  the  town  super- 
vised by  paid  Assistant  Play  Leaders,  which  included  a pilot  adventure 
playground  established  at  Shire  Lodge  which  proved  popular  and  fairly 
successful.  Two  galas  were  held  during  the  school  holidays  with  fancy  dress 
competitions,  races,  pony  rides  etc.  and  were  immensely  popular,  being 
attended  by  over  2,000  children.  Prizes  of  potato  crisps  and  sweets  were 
donated  by  local  firms  and  it  is  intended  to  make  such  galas  a regular  feature 
each  year  in  the  future. 

During  the  town’s  Arts  Festival  Week,  Punch  and  Judy  Shows  were 
arranged  at  the  various  centres  and  the  children  appeared  in  a float  in  the 
annual  carnival  procession,  decorated  _by  themselves. 

Football  coaching  by  N.F.A.  Coaches  was  organised  during  the  Summer 
and  this  proved  very  popular  with  the  boys. 

Two  'One  O’clock  Clubs’  were  opened  in  the  Summer  to  cater  for  mothers 
and  young  children,  providing  a place  for  the  parents  to  meet  new  friends 
and  get  away  from  the  domestic  routine. 

In  Autumn,  a new  Play  Leader  was  appointed  who  set  up  the  Sunday 
Streets  League  once  more,  which  caters  every  Sunday  for  132  boys.  The  four 
Winter  centres  were  re-opened  for  evening  sessions  involving  approximately 
275  children  each  week  and  judo  sessions  were  held  every  Saturday  at  the 
main  play  centre  at  West  Glebe  providing  an  additional  number  of  activities 
the  usual  ones  being  table  tennis,  darts,  dancing,  handball , draughts  and 
chess. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  arrangments  were  being  made  to  open  an  additional 
play  centre  in  Rockingham  Road  to  be  run  jointly  with  the  local  W.R.V.S.  and 
for  an  additional  ‘One  O’clock  Club’  to  be  opened  at  the  Lodge  Park  Comm- 
unity Centre,  and  possibly  elsewhere. 
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Pri  ors  Hall  Golf  Course 


Priors  Hall  Golf  Course  is  about  four  miles  from  the  Town  Centre.  This 
18-hole  Course  which  has  a total  length  of  6,636  yards  and  a par  score  of  72, 
was  constructed  by  the  Council  on  land  leased  from  Messrs.  Stewarts  and 
Lloyds  Minerals  Limited  and  restored  after  the  extraction  of  iron  ore  by 
open-cast  working.  The  Club  house,  which  is  constructed  on  piles,  includes 
a lounge,  dining  room,  bar,  ladies’  room,  changing  rooms,  locker  rooms, 
greenkeeper's  stores  and  professional’s  shop  and  has  ample  car  parking  space. 
The  Course  which  was  officially  opened  in  July,  1967,  has  quickly  become 
popular  with  golfers  from  Corby  and  the  surrounding  area. 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply.— A piped  water  supply  is  provided  to  every  house  in  the 
town  by  the  Mid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board,  with  the  exception  of  the 
village  of  Great  Oakley.  This  village  was  brought  within  the  Urban  District 
when  the  New  Town  Boundary  was  extended  in  April,  1967.  Well  water  is 
pumped  to  a privately  owned  service  reservoir  and  piped  throughout  the 
village  and  surrounding  area.  This  water  is  untreated,  and  in  normal  cond- 
itions has  been  found  to  be  in  an  excellent  bacteriological  state.  During  the 
year  heavy  pollution  of  the  well  supply  did  occur  due  to  flooding  of  the  well 
by  the  nearby  Harper's  Brook.  Fifteen  samples  were  submitted  tor  bacteri- 
ological analysis , thirteen  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory . 
Successful  sterilisation  of  the  well  was  finally  achieved  by  drip  feeding  a 
sterilis'ng  agent  (Chloros)  to  the  well. 

Pollution  could  recur,  should  severe  flooding  again  take  place,  until  such 
time  as  the  well  is  closed  and  a piped  supply  from  the  Mid-Northamptonshire 
Water  Board  installed.  Interim  measures  i.e.  raising  the  wall  of  the  well 
above  possible  flood  level  have  been  agreed  with  the  village  Agent. 

Eight  other  samples  of  drinking  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis  and  all  were  reported  satisfactory  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

Fluoride  Content  of  the  Water  Supply.— The  water  supply  contains  0.25 
parts  of  naturally  occuring  Fluorine  per  million  parts  of  water. 

Swimming  Baths.— Ten  water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
taken  from  the  open  air  pools  at  Uppingham  Corby  Boys'  Club,  Corby 
Grammar  School,  Samuel  Lloyd  Secondary  Modem  School  and  the  indoor  pool 
at  the  Civic  Centre.  All  of  these  were  satisfactory. 

Sewage  Disposal Design  of  the  extention  of  the  Sewage  Works  to  serve 

an  additional  population  of  20,000  plus  additional  industrial  waste  is  now 
nearing  completion  and  it  is  anticipated  that  c on  strati  on  worK  will  commence 
towards  the  middle  of  1969. 

Trade  Waste.— No  new  'Consents'  were  issued  during  the  year.  Analyses 
have  been  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  one  firm  where  many  sampies 
were  outside  the  terms  of  the  Consent  conditions. 

Main  Drainage.— Sewers  in  the  Council's  area  have  functioned  satisfact- 
orily during  the  year  apart  from  some  overloading  of  the  foul  water  sewers 
at  the  northern  end  of  Studfall  Avenue  in  times  of  storm.  Application  has 
been  made  to  the  Welland  and  Nene  River  Authority  for  consent  to  discharge 
excess  storm  water  into  the  North  Valley  stream  and  plans  for  the  construction 
of  an  overflow  chamber  have  been  prepared. 

Sewers  have  been  constructed  in  the  Danesholme  Road  area  in  preparation 
of  large  scale  housing  development,  by  the  Corby  Development  Corporation. 

Public  Cleansing  Depot.— Construction  of  the  new  Cleansing  Depot  was 
completed  in  November  by  local  contractors  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Council’s  Engineering  Staff. 
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Public  Mortuary.— The  facilities  provided  at  the  Cemetery  Chapel  at 
Rockingham  Road  are  of  high  standard  and  include  a six-tray  refrigerated 
storage  cabinet,  elevating  trolley,  autopsy  table  and  hoses,  sinks  with  hot 
and  cold  water,  changing  room,  sanitary  accommodation,  viewing  room  with 
separate  public  entrance  and  equipment  based  on  the  Ministry  of  Health's 
recommendations. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  certified  cause  of  death  in  the  case  of 
those  persons  whose  bodies  were  accommodated  at  the  mortuary:  — 


Cause  of  Death 


Number  of  Occasions 
When  Mortuary  used. 


Natural  Causes, 
Accidental  Death 
Suicide  


18 

2 

1 


Disinfection.— Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  with  formaldehyde 
vapour  generators,  disinfectant  being  issued  on  request  and  free  of  charge  to 
cases  or  contacts  of  notifiable  diseases.  Bedding  and  articles  suitable  for 
disinfection  by  steam  is  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  another  Authority, 
No  facilities  exist  in  the  District  or  the  County  for  the  cleansing  of  persons 
under  Section  85  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
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SECTION  D 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 


Housing  Acts:— 

(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

1*  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  formally  or 
informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  formal  or  informal,  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

2.  Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable 
at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit:  — 

(a)  Number  found  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  of  year  ...  — 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the  year  to  be  not 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 


(2)  Houses  Demolished: 

/Vo.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Houses  Persons  Families 
Demolished  Displaced  Displaced 


Not  in  Clearance  Area:  As  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  under 

Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  — — — 

(3)  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects  were  Remedied— 

By  By  Local 
Owner  Authority 

1.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  60  — 

2.  After  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — — 

Housing  Statistics 


New  Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  in  1968—  114 

Total  number  of  council  dwellings  erected  up  to  31.12.68  3,237 

Applications  registered  on  joint  housing  list  during  1968  2,004 

Houses  Erected  by  Corby  Development  Corporation— 

(a)  Houses  erected  by  the  Corporation  (including  its  own  sale 

houses  hut  excluding  any  built  by  private  enterprise)  up  to 
31:12:67  *6,615 

(b)  Houses  erected  during  the  year  to  31:12:68  ...  ...  118 


(c)  Total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Corporation  ...  6,733 


* Includes  5 dwellings  now  changed  to  non-housing  uses. 
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Hostels.— There  are  two  hostels  within  the  District  providing  a high 
standard  of  accommodation  for  174  males. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act.  1961.— The  following  is  a list  of  factories 
on  the  register  on  the  31:12:68.  (Total  67). 


Industry  /Vo. 

Agricultural  Woodwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

oasic  Slag  Grinding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Biscuits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bread  and  Confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chemicals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Clothing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Corsets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dental  Mechanic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drycleaning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Electrical  Automobile  Equipment  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electrical  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Footwear  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gas  Appliance  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Iron  and  Steel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Iron  and  Steel  Tubes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jobbing  Engineering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joinery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Light  Engineering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mica  Components  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Body  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Narrow  Fabric  Weaving  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nut  Packing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plastics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Potato  Crisps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Printing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sausage  and  Pies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Underwear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Trailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Paper  Baling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wire  Drawing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tyre  Repairs  and  Fettling  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Section  I 10.— At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  7 persons  registered  as 
outworkers,  whose  premises  had  been  inspected. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 
are  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 
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Industrial  Air  Pollution.— Emissions  from  scheduled  works  are  controlled 
by  H.M.  Inspectorate  in  addition  to  those  processes  registerable  under  the 
Alkali  Works  etc.,  Regulations  Act. 

In  June  1968  extremely  heavy  air  pollution  occurred  from  the  steelworks. 
Grit  was  deposited  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  works  mainly  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Old  Village. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  followed  by  discussions  between  the 
Company,  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  and  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee.  The  Company  outlined  the  individual  problems  of  the  various 
sources  of  pollution  and  the  remedial  measures  taken  to  date  together  with 
intended  future  proposals  and  undertook  to  furnish  a periodic  progress  report 
to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the  installation  and  improvement  of 
dust  arresting  equipment. 

Domestic  Smoke  Control.— In  June  the  Council  made  their  second  Smoke 
Control  order  relating  to  an  area  of  696  acres  comprising  of  3542  houses  in 
the  Lodge  Park  and  Shire  Lodge  Wards  and  accepted  in  principal  the  estab- 
lishment of  a proposed  No. 3 Smoke  Control  Area  embracing  the  whole  of  the 
extended  designated  area,  which  includes  the  Sower  Leys  Estate  and  Great 
Oakley  Village.  A public  enquiry  was  held  in  November  in  respect  of  the 
No. 2 Area  and  the  Minister’s  findings  were  awaited  at  the  close  of  the  year, 

553  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  Smoke  Control 
Areas  and  the  operation  of  recording  instruments  .which  indicates  the  energy 
with  which  the  aims  of  the  Department  relating  to  clean  air  are  being  pursued. 

The  measurement  of  levels  of  air  pollution  continued  during  the  year  from 
daily  and  monthly  instruments  maintained  by  the  Council.  There  are  two 
deposit  gauges  sited  within  the  District  and  two  outside  in  Weldon.  Two 
daily  Smoke  Filter  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  recording  apparatus  were  operated 
throughout  the  year,  one  at  the  Public  Mortuary  and  a second  in  Pen  Green 
Lane. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  results  obtained  within  the 
District  in  respect  of  deposited  matter.  These  results  together  with  the  monthly 
readings  at  the  industrial  stations,  are  shown  graphically  in  the  appendices. 


(avera ge 

expressed 

Deposited 

in  grams  per 

Matter 

100  square  metres  per  month 

.) 

Year 

St  an  ion 

Sec.  Mod. 

Stud  fall 

Larratt  Rd. 

The  Garage 

A verage 

Lane 

School 

Jnr.  School 

Weldon 

Weldon 

Deposits 

1959 

790 

985 

530 





768 

1960 

1050 

1350 

590 

— 

— 

997 

1961 

870 

935 

895 

— 

— 

900 

1962 

985 

935 

355 

670 

630 

715 

1963 

895 

1220 

485 

660 

645 

781 

1964 

1020 

1300 

530 

630 

630 

822 

1965 

1310 

1100 

465 

805 

1120 

960 

•■1966 

590 

780 

350 

475 

710 

581 

1967 

519 

487 

270 

470 

640 

477 

1968 

684 

972 

305 

• 403 

553 

583 

"From  1966  the  figures  listed  are  in  respect  of  ” Total  Undissolved 
Matter”  whereas  on  previous  years  the  figures  represent  ' 'Total  Undissolved 
and  Dissolved  Matter”. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
282  and  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  investigation  your  Health  In- 
spectors made  673  visits.  Experience  has  shown  that  regular  and  frequent 
inspection  of  food  premises  with  immediate  discussion  of  problems  and 
practices  brings  about  improved  standards  in  food  premises.  Precise  assess- 
ment of  the  results  of  vigilant  inspection  cannot  be  made,  nevertheless  a 
relationship  exists  with  the  control  of  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning 
and  Sonne  Dysentery  among  food  handlers. 

The  followine  food  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Of  these,  seven  were  considered  unsatisfactory. 


Ham 

Luncheon  Meat  

Corned  Beef 

Vegetables  and  Beef 

Prawns  

Cooked  Chicken  

Uncooked  Chicken 


2 

2 

3 

2 

2 (1  unsatisfactory) 

10 


10  (6  unsatisfactory) 


Milk  Supply.— There  are  no  dairy  farms  within  the  District.  The  North- 
amptonshire County  Council,  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  have  dele- 
gated their  duties  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963 
to  this  Council.  Licences  under  these  Regulations  are  valid  for  a period  of 
five  years  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  licences  issued  under 
these  Regulations  is  detailed  below:  — 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963 

Pasteurised— dealer 37 

Sterilised— dealer 30 

Untreated 3 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Notwithstanding  that  the  population  of  the  District  exceeds  40,000  which 
is  the  defined  population  for  a Food  and  Drug  Authority,  food  sampling  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment of  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council. 

Samples  Examined 


Number 

examined 

Number  adulterated 

Samples 

or  otherwise  giving 
rise  to  irregularity 

F oods:- 

269 

2 

Drugs:- 

6 

- 
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Open  Market.— A market  is  held  on  Friday  and  Saturday  each  week  and 
186  inspections  were  made  to  exercise  supervision  over  food  stalls.  Infringe- 
ments of 'the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  rectified  informally  after  verbal 
or  written  notification  had  been  given,  and  one  notices  was  served  during 
the  year. 

Free  washing  facilities  are  provided  for  all  food  stallholders  at  the  Public 
Conveniences  situated  in  the  Market  Square.  The  provision  of  a covered 
market  at  some  future  date  would  enable  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  to  be 
improved  giving  a greater  degree  of  protection  to  food,  and  facilitate  the 
provision  of  wash-hand  basins,  together  with  hot  and  cold  water,  in  con- 
veniently accessible  positions  to  persons  engaged  in  handling  food. 
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SECTION  F. 


The  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations.  1968- 


New  regulations  governing  the  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  came 
into  operation  on  October,  1st.  1968.  A copy  of  the  Statutory  Instrument  and 
also  a copy  of  the  relevant  Sections  of  the  Health  Services  and  Public 
Health  Act,  ^ sent  to  each  General  Practitioner  in  the  area.  The 

fee  payable  tor  notification  has  been  increased  from  2/6d.  to  5/-. 

The  following  conditions  are  no  longer  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health:-  Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Puerperal  Pyrexia, 
Erysipelas  and  Membranous  Croup. 

You  will  recall  that  Infectious  Hepatitis,  which  has  been  locally  notifi- 
able for  the  past  six  years,  is  now  generally  notifiable  under  the  Public 
Health  (Infective  Jaundice)  Regulations,  1968  which  came  into  operation  on 
June  15th,  1968. 

The  infectious  diseases  now  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  are:- 

Acute  Encephalitis,  Acute  Meningitis,  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Anthrax, 
Cholera,  Diptheria,  Dysentery  (Amoebic  or  Bacillary),  Food  Poisoning 
Infective  Jaundice,  Leprosy,  Leptospirosis,  Malaria,  Measles,  Ophtal- 
mia  Neonatorum,  Paratyphoid  Fever,  Plague,  Relapsing  Fever,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Smallpox,  Tetanus,  Tuberculosis,  Typhoid  Fever,  Typhus, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Yellow  Fever. 

Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases.— In  this  section  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  which  occurred 
during  the  year  is  summarised:- 


Disease  No. 

Measles 450 

Infectious  Hepatitis 88 

Bacillary  Dysentery 35 

Food  Poisoning 24 

Whooping  Cough 8 

Scarlet  Fever 6 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 2 


Total 613 


Measles.— Notwithstanding  the  large  incidence  of  Measles  (835)  in  1967, 
the  Infectious  Disease  Register  shows  an  increasing  number  of  notifications 
again  during  the  last  six  months  of  1968.  450  cases  were  notified  in  1968 
and  three  of  these  received  hospital  treatment. 

Diptheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus.  — Routine  immunisation  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  with  Triple  Antigen  was  continued  during  the 
year.  Immunisation  is  carried  out  either  by  the  family  doctor  or  at  the 
County  Health  Department’s  clinics. 

Diptheria— .Has  been  absent  from  the  District  since  1945. 

Whooping  Cough.— Eight  cases  were  notified,  one  of  these  required  hospital 
treatment. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis.— Two  cases  occurred  and  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Po I iomy el  i ti  s.— There  have  been  no  cases  in  the  Urban  District  for  the  past 
seven  years.  Immunisation  with  Sabin  Vaccine  is  carried  out  routinely  at  the 
County  Health  Department’s  clinics  and  also  by  the  family  doctors. 
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Scarlet  Fever.— Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  recorded  this  year  and 
all  were  mild  in  character. 

Gastro-lntestinal  Diseases.— 35  cases  of  Bacillary  Dysentery,  involving 
twenty-two  homes,  were  notified  compared  with  two  cases  in  1967.  Three  of 
these  cases  required  hospital  treatment. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  Salmonellosis  were  reported,  22  being  notified  in 
July  and  August. 

One  was  an  infection  that  had  its  origin  outside  the  county.  In  four 
other  cases  the  cause  could  not  be  traced.  The  nineteen  remaining  cases 
concerned  members  of  eight  families  and  were  all  of  the  same  nature  i.e. 
Salmonella  Montevideo. 

The  clinical  features  of  this  illness  were  not  grave  and  included  vomiting, 
diarrhoea  and  abdominal  colic.  One  case  required  admission  to  hospital.  I 
believe  that  there  is  strong  circumstantial  evidence  connecting  these  cases 
with  the  consumption  of  contaminated  roast  chicken.  Appropriate  action  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection  was  taken  and  no  more  cases  Occurred  during 
the  year. 

Infectious  Hepatiti s.— 88  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Two  cases 
were  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospital  for  treatment.  You  will  recall  that 
the  disease  has  been  locally  notifiable  since  mid-year  1962  and  the  corres- 
ponding figures  in  Corby  for  the  years  1962/67  are  as  follows:- 


Year 

Cases 

1962 

24 

1963 

10 

1964 

11 

1965 

40 

1966 

12 

1967 

8 

(half  year) 


Smallpox.— There  were  no  cases. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination.— The  International  Forms  for 
vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  Cholera,  (for  completion  by  the  person's 
own  Doctor),  can  be  obtained  by  the  traveller  from  the  address  below,  his 
travel  agency  or  alternatively  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Alexander  Fleming 
House,  Elephant  and  Castle,  London,  S.E.  1.  The  Doctor  requires  the  form  in 
order  to  enter  on  it  the  details  of  vaccination  and  the  form  should  then  be 
sent  or  taken  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  75  London  Road,  Kettering, 
for  authentication  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  636  certificates  were 
stamped  and  signed  during  the  year. 

Leprosy.— The  Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations,  1966  came  into 
force  on  March  1st. 

Under  these  regulations  cases  of  Leprosy  are  now  notifiable  to  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  not  as  heretofore  to  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

No  notifications  of  Leprosy  were  received. 

Weekly  Rate  of  New  Claims  for  Sickness  Benefit.— The  Manager  of  the 
local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security  supplies  a weekly  return  of 
the  number  of  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  made  by  insured  persons  in 
the  Corby  area.  These  figures  cover  Corby  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Kettering  and  Oundle  and  Thrapston.  The  average  number 
of  new  claims  during  the  year  was  228. 
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Number  of  New  Claims  per  Week  — Working  Population,  I 968- 


Jan. 

2 

401 

April 

2 

184 

July 

2 

156 

Oct. 

1 

196 

9 

491 

9 

184 

9 

202 

8 

249 

16 

438 

16 

123 

16 

182 

15 

242 

23 

380 

23 

213 

23 

206 

22 

220 

30 

346 

30 

179 

30 

186 

29 

214 

Feb. 

6 

315 

May 

7 

166 

Aug. 

6 

165 

Nov. 

5 

217 

13 

296 

14 

162 

13 

167 

12 

224 

20 

231 

21 

184 

20 

184 

19 

268 

27 

277 

28 

207 

27 

198 

26 

258 

Mar. 

5 

251 

June 

4 

166 

Sept. 

3 

144 

Dec. 

3 

243 

12 

257 

11 

177 

10 

200 

10 

205 

19 

214 

18 

200 

17 

181 

17 

242 

26 

212 

25 

211 

24 

233 

24 

278 

31 

191 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  1968  was  18  (15 
respiratory  and  3 non-respiratory  one  of  which  was  a posthumous  notification). 
Comparative  figures  for  the  preceding  ten  years  are  given  below,  together 
with  the  mid-year  estimates  of  the  population. 


Year 

Population 

Cases  Notified 

Inward 

Transfers 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Total* 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1958 

30,620 

25 

20 

2 

3 

50 

8 

1959 

32,730 

7 

17 

— 

3 

27 

6 

1960 

34,700 

15 

14 

— 

1 

30 

11 

1961 

36,890 

7 

16 

2 

3 

28 

7 

1962 

39,460 

15 

15 

— 

4 

34 

7 

1963 

41,39*0 

8 

7 

1 

5 

21 

3 

1964 

42,770 

26 

15 

1 

1 

43 

7 

1965 

44,610 

10 

14 

2 

3 

29 

12 

1966 

45,550 

17 

7 

1 

4 

29 

4 

1967 

46,580 

9 

10 

1 

4 

24 

5 

1968 

48,150 

11 

4 

1 

2 

18 

2 

*These  figures  include  inward  transfers. 

Of  the  new  cases,  2 were  Inward  Transfers  (1  respiratory  and  1 non- 
respiratory),  their  ages  were:  Males  65  years  and  Female  44  years.  Twenty, 
nine  names  were  removed  from  the  Register  as  healed,  six  cases  removed  to 
other  districts,  and  2 cases  were  removed  because  diagnosis  was  not  con- 
firmed. There  were  no  deaths  classed  to  Tuberculosis. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in 
Corby  Urban  District  as  at  3lst  December,  1968. 


T uberculosis 

Males 

! 

Females  j - ^ j/ 

Respiratory 

54 

26 

| 

Non-Respiratory 

6 

16 

22 

TOTAL 

60 

42 

102 

39 


Mortality  from  Tuberculosi  s.— This  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
registered,  with  the  death  rates  during  the  decennial  period  ending  31st. 
December,  1968:- 


Tuberculosis  — all 

forms 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Year 

Males 

F emales 

Total 

Corby  U.D. 

Administrative 

County 

1958 

1 

1 

0.03 

0.08 

1959 

1 

1 

0.03 

0.07 

1960 

2 

— 

2 

0.06 

0.05 

1961 

1 

1 

2 

0.06 

0.08 

1962 

1 

1 

2 

0.05 

0.05 

1963 

2 

— 

2 

0.05 

0.03 

1964 

1 

— 

1 

0.02 

0.05 

1965 

1 

— 

1 

0.02 

0.03 

1966 

— 

3 

3 

0.07 

0.04 

1967 

_ 

2 

2 

0.04 

0.04 

1968 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1 925  — These 
regulations  empower  the  Council  to  prevent  persons  suffering  from  Tuber- 
culosis to  engage  in  the  milk  trade.  No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


Staff  Medical  Examinations.— Thirty  members  of  the  Council’s  staff  were 
passed  as  medically  fit  for  duty  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1961.  Section  42.— Two  contacts  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  temporarily  suspended  from  their  occupations  on  mycertificate 
in  July  and  became  entitled  to  compensation  under  Section  42  of  this  Act. 

The  total  amount  of  the  compensation  paid  by  the  Council  was  £86  10s.  8d. 
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MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis).  1968- 
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AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1968. 
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TUBERCULOSIS-NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1968. 
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♦Posthumous  Notification 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Corby. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  MRS  STEWART  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  relative 
to  the  work  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  other  Departmental  Staff 
together  with  the  Public  Cleansing  Service.  It  is  self  evident  that  environ- 
mental circumstances  play  an  important  part  in  the  social  and  communal  life 
of  residents  within  the  town  and  can  have  unfavourable  consequences  in 
respect  of  individual  households  unless  the  standards  of  hygiene  are  main- 
tained. Throughout  the  year  all  the  resources  of  the  Department  were  directed 
to  achieve  compliance  with  the  statute  law,  bye-laws  and  regulations,  and  in 
particular,  efforts  were  made  to  prevent  unwholesome  or  contaminated  food 
reaching  the  consumer  and  to  ensure  that  milk,  ice-cream  and  prepared  foods 
are  kept  and  sold  in  hygienic  conditions. 

The  increased  demand  for  roasted  chicken  has  drawn  attention  to  the  need 
for  increased  vigilance  on  the  preparation,  handling  and  cooking  of  dressed 
poultry.  It  was  necessary  for  your  Inspectors  to  devote  a much  greater 
percentage  of  their  time  investigating  this  source  of  food  than  in  orevious 
years.  Your  Staff  gave  lectures  in  their  own  time  on  Food  Hygiene  to  students 
in  the  food  and  catering  trades.  The  potential  value  of  this  form  of  Health 
Education  is  inestimable  and  ought  to  be  part  of  the  services  available  to 
all  sections  of  the  food  industry  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Last  year  the  Council  reluctantly  suspended  their  Smoke  Control 
Programme,  this  work  was  resumed  during  the  year  and  a second  smoke  control 
area  was  declared.  One  objection  resulted  in  a Public  Enquiry  being  held  and 
the  findings  of  the  Minister  were  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
establishment  of  a third  smoke  control  area  was  approved  in  principal  by  the 
Council. 

In  the  sphere  of  Public  Cleansing  the  quantity  of  all  types  of  refuse 
disposed  of  increased  by  5,000  tons,  a total  of  16,016  bulk  containers  were 
emptied  and  the  income  from  trade  refuse  rose  £981  to  £3,932.  The  volume 
of  refuse  per  household  continues  to  rise  and  within  ten  years  either  a twice 
weekly  collection  will  become  a necessity  or  the  present  system  of  storage 
at  domestic  premises  varied.  The  policy  of  introducing  Work  Study  based 
incentive  bonus  schemes,  established  in  1966,  was  extended  to  street  and 
gully  cleansing  in  November,  when  trial  periods  commenced,  and  survey  work 
on  public  conveniences  was  being  undertaken. 

My  thanks  are  extended  to  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  Council 
for  the  encouragement  which  has  been  given  to  the  aims  of  the  Department. 
Furthermore,  I wish  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  extended  by  other 
Departments  and  not  least,  it  is  with  real  pleasure  that  I can  again  report 
that  members  of  my  own  staff  continued  to  display  a loyalty  and  keenness  to 
achieve  better  health  for  the  community  by  the  progressive  improvement  of 
the  environment  and  on  whom  a satisfactory  report  of  the  years  activities  so 
largely  depends. 


Yours  obediently, 

G. WATERWORTH 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  C leansing  Superintendent. 
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1.  Inspection  of  District.— 

(a)  Investigation  of  Complaints.  Environmental  conditions  prejudicial 
to  health  are  detected  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  day 
to  day  duties  and  immediate  action  is  taken  as  a result.  In  addition 
to  this  constant  control,  the  Department  receives  complaints  either 
written  or  verbal  and  during  the  year  215  were  received. 

The  volume  and  diversity  of  duties  undertaken  during  1968  are 
illustrated  in  the  classified  statement  of  visits  and  inspections  by 
your  staff,  reproduced  below. 

1968 

Ref.  Details  of  Visits  and  Inspections  No. 

1 Food  and  Drugs  Act 1,205 

2 Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  26 

5 Butchers’  Shops  86 

6 Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  25 

7 Greengrocers  etc.  81 

8 Grocers  and  other  Food  Shops  284 

9 Fried  Fish  Shops  10 

10  Food  Vehicles  451 

10A  Vending  Machines  (Food)  1 

11  Ice-cream  premises 4 

12  Restaurants  70 

13  Other  Food  Premises  69 

14  Public  Market  and  Stalls  231 

15  P.H.  Act  — Dwellings  Inspections  Ill 

16  P.H.  Act  — Dwellings  Reinspections  ...  69 

17  P.H.  Act  — Other  than  Dwellings  Ill 

18  P.H.  Act  — Re-inspections  97 

19  Drainage  Inspections  251 

20  Rivers,  Streams  and  Water  Supplies  ...  74 

21  Swimming  Pool 19 

22  Caravans  50 

23  Stables  and  Piggeries  — 

24  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  104 

25  26  27  Factories  with  power  122 

28  Factories  without  power  4 

29  Factories  — building  works  149 

30  Outworkers’  Room  20 

31  Bakehouses  18 

32  Schools  6 

33  Shops  Act 175 

34  Petroleum  Act  143 

35  Vacant  land  and  Dumps  11 

36  Common  Yards  and  Passages  11 

37  Cinemas  3 

38  Vermin  83 

39  Noise  Abatement  18 

40  Atmospheric  Pollution  553 

41  Hostels  1 

42  Septic  tanks  and  cesspools  3 

43  Pet  Animals  Act  ...  .- — 

44  Miscellaneous  Visits  157 

46  O.S.R.  Act  — General  Inspection  314 

47  O.S.R.  Act  — Re— visits  ...  r. 245 

48  Housing  Act  87 

49  Housing  Act  Re-inspections  1 

50  Overcrowding  — 

51  Houses  let  in  lodgings  1 

52  Infectious  Diseases  — Visits  264 

53  Infectious  Diseases  — Revisits  334 

54  Civic  Amenities  Act  29 

(b)  Improvements  and  Environmental  Conditions.— In  accordance  with 
the  conditions  found  during  the  various  inspections  reported  in  the 
above  table,  26  informal  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of 
public  health  nuisances,  housing  defects  and  sanitary  conditions. 
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The  general  condition  of  the  majority  of  dwelling  houses  occupied 
at  the  end  of  1968  is  satisfactory.  Approximately  95%  of  the  dwellings 
are  of  modern  construction  and  are  provided  with  modern  amenities. 
The  older  properties  including  dwelling  houses  situated  in  Great 
Oakley,  are  ripe  for  the  application  of  a co-ordinated  scheme  of 
improvement  to  provide  modern  amenities  comparable  with  the  major- 
ity of  dwelling  houses  in  the  town.  This  may  be  achieved  when  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  consulting  Architect  to  the  Develop- 
ment Corporation  regarding  the  development  of  the  old  village  are 
implemented. 

2.  Drainage  — The  inspection  and  testing  of  existing  drainage  systems 
involved  251  inspections  during  the  course  of  the  year.  In  all  cases  the 
repair  and  reconstruction  of  defective  drains  was  carried  out  without  delay, 

3,  Pest  Control— The  work  of  eradicating  domestic  pests,  notably  cockroaches, 
ants,  earwigs,  silver  fish  ,bugs  and  wasps,  was  undertaken  by  the 
department  and  254  premises  were  disinfested. 

The  duty  of  ensuring  that  the  District  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice  is 
laid  on  the  Local  Authority  by  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 
1949.  Visits  were  made  to  industrial,  commercial  and  domestic  premises 
within  the  District  and  regular  treatment  was  instituted  wherever  evidence 
of  infestation  was  found.  A charge  is  made  for  this  service  in  respect  of 
business  premises  on  a time  and  material  basis;  no  charge  is  made  for 
work  carried  out  in  domestic  properties. 

Repressive  measures  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  infestation  on  the 
surface  of  the  land  and  within  buildings  as  indicated  in  the  following 
table.— 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 
(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification 
(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

4.  Re-inspected  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

18057 

12 

160 

81 

— 

25 

— 

108 

70 

— 

— 

— 

2150 

— 

87 

— 

Control  of  Rats  in  Sewers  — The  systematic  poisoning  treatment  of  the  public 
sewers  continued  during  the  year  and  the  results  obtained  in  the  treatment 
of  sewers  have  undoubtedly  had  a beneficial  effect  in  reducing  the  amount 
of  infestation  on  the  surface.  The  result  of  the  sewer  maintenance  treatment 
indicates  that  the  problem  has  been  reduced  to  reasonable  proportions. 
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Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment 


Oct. 

April 

Sept. 

May 

1966 

1967 

1967 

1968 

Number 

of  manholes 

baited 

65 

166 

28 

177 

Number 

of  manholes 

showing  partial  take 

15 

— 

2 

4 

Number 

of  manholes 

showing  complete  take 

3 

13 

1 

— 

4.  Food  Control 

(a)  Unsound  Food  — The  initial  examination  and  testing  of  various  foods, 
other  than  butcher’s  meat,  before  distribution  to  the  public  is  under- 
taken by  the  manufacturers  themselves  and  Local  Authorities  exercise 
little  or  no  control  until  the  foods  reach  the  wholesale  and  retail 
channels.  This  calls  for  regular  inspection  of  all  types  of  food  in 
shops,  bakehouses,  canteens  and  factories.  Decisions  on  the  fitness 
of  various  foods  for  human  consumption  have  to  be  made  week  by 
week,  and  where  foodstuffs  are  judged  unfit  for  food,  traders  surrender 
them  for  destruction.  The  following  types  of  food  were  destroyed  in 
the  quantities  stated  during  the  year:- 


Canned  Meat 370  lbs. 

Other  Canned  Food 926  lbs. 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables 70  lbs. 

Other  Foods 2978  lbs. 


4344  lbs. 


(b)  During  the  year  twentyfour  complaints  were  received  of  contamination 
or  spoilage  of  food  as  set  out  in  the  table  below:- 


Commodity 

No, 

Condition 

Fish 

1 

Unfit 

Bread 

1 

Mould 

Cheese 

1 

Mould 

Meat  Pies  etc. 

5 

Mould,  foreign  bodies,  unfit 

Milk 

5 

Dirty  bottles,  foreign  bodies 

Vegetables 

1 

Foreign  body 

Confectionery 

3 

Mould,  foreign  bodies 

Sweet  Confectionery 

1 

Mould 

Fruit 

1 

Beetle 

Butter 

1 

Taste 

Canned  Meat 

2 

Mould 

Beefburgers 

1 

Unfit 

Others 

1 

Mould 

Eight  prosecutions  resulted  from  the  above  cases  all  of  which  were 
found  proved.  Fines  totalling  £80  were  imposed  and  the  Council  was 
awarded  a total  of  £36.  10.  0.  advocates  fees. 
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(c)  Food  Premises  — A high  standard  of  food  hygiene  was  maintained 
during  the  year  in  respect  of  the  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  food 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  generally  compliance  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  Exceptions  to  the  general  rule  necessitated 
the  service  of  50  notices,  43  of  which  were  complied  with  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  as  shown  in  the  table  below.  A total  of  673  inspections 
were  made  in  respect  of  283  food  premises,  excluding  food  vehicles. 


REGULATION 

NATURE 

NUMBER  OF 

5 

Insanitary  Premises 

Offences 

2 

Abated 

1 

6 

Cleanliness  of  Equipment 

2 

1 

8 

Protection  from 

contamination 

5 

4 

14 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

8 

7 

16 

Provision  of  wash- 
hand  basins 

3 

3 

19 

Washing  facilities 

(for  equipment) 

1 

1 

21 

Ventilation 

10 

9 

23 

Cleanliness  and  repairs 

16 

15 

24 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

3 

2 

TOTAL 

50 

43 

48 


The  following  table  shows  the  various  classification  of  the  retail  food 
trades  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960:- 


O) 

(ii) 

(Hi) 

(iv) 

1. 

Greengrocer— Wholesale  . ... 

1 

— 

— 

- 

2. 

Grocers 

25 

25 

23 

23 

3. 

Grocer /Butcher 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4. 

Greengrocers 

11 

11 

3 

3 

5. 

Greengrocer/Butcher 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6. 

Greengrocers /Fishmongers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

7. 

Greengrocer— stores  only  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Grocers/Greengrocers 

3 

3 

2 

2 

9. 

Flour  Confectioners 

11 

11 

8 

8 

10. 

Flour  Confectioners/Grocers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11. 

Mixed  Business 

1 

1 

— 

— 

12. 

Chemists  ... 

10 

10 

9 

9 

13. 

Biscuit  Packing 

2 

2 

2 

2 

14. 

Potato  Crisp  Manufacture  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15. 

Bakehouses 

3 

3 

3 

3 

*16. 

Milk  Depots 

3 

1 

— 

— 

17. 

Butchers/Food  Manufacturers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

18. 

Butchers  ... 

9 

9 

9 

9 

19. 

Butchers/Fishmongers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

20. 

Butcher/Fishmonger/Greengrocer 

— 

— 

- 

— 

21. 

Grocers/Off-licences 

2 

2 

2 

2 

22. 

Sweet  Confectioners 

20 

20 

4 

4 

23. 

Ice  Cream  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

24. 

Wines  and  Spirits  (Off-licence) 

6 

o 6 

— 

— 

25. 

Public  Houses  and  Licenced  Premises 

28 

28 

28 

28 

26. 

Multi-department  Stores 

3 

3 

3 

3 

27. 

Fishmonger 

1 

1 

1 

1 

28. 

Fishmonger/Fish  Frier 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Fish  Frier 

5 

5 

5 

5 

30. 

Hotels/Hostels  ... 

5 

5 

5 

5 

31. 

Canteens— Schools 

28 

28 

28 

28 

32. 

—Factories 

27 

27 

27 

27 

33. 

—Others  ... 

14 

14 

14 

14 

34. 

Catering— Public  Halls 

19 

19 

19 

19 

35. 

—Snack  Bars 

4 

4 

4 

4 

36. 

—Cafes 

10 

10 

10 

10 

37. 

—Cafe/Confectioner 

1 

1 

1 

1 

38. 

—Cafe/Fish  Frier 

2 

2 

2 

2 

39. 

Community  Centres 

2 

2 

2 

2 

*40. 

Food  Vehicles 

117 

— 

— 

— 

41. 

Mineral  Water  Depot 

1 

1 

2 

2 

42. 

Preparation  rooms  serving  Food  Vehicles 

2 

2 

2 

2 

43. 

Contract  Catering 

1 

1 

1 

1 

44. 

Food  Vehicle  Depots 

— 





_ 

45. 

Nut  Packing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Column  (i)  Number  of  premises. 

Column  (ii)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (Prov- 
ision of  wash-hand  basins). 

Column  (iii)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies.  (Prov- 
ision of  sinks). 

Column  (iv)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19. 

*Premises  not  subject  to  Regulation  16  and  19  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  1960. 

The  number  of  mobile  food  vehicles  or  shops  operating  within  the  District 
rose  to  117  by  the  end  of  the  year  which  is  a relatively  high  figure  compared 
with  282  permanent  food  premises.  This  increase  has  created  additional  work 
for  the  Health  Inspectors  in  enforcing  the  Hygiene  Regulations  in  respect  of 
a migrant  fleet  of  vehicles  operating  outside  normal  shop  and  office  hours. 

The  influence  of  inspection  has  resulted  in  a gradual  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  premises  and  vehicles  and  the  need  to  concentrate  more  on  the 
personal  hygiene  of  the  food  handler  has  become  apparent. 
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There  are  74  premises  which  are  required  to  be  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  business  carried  on  in  these 
premises  varies  from  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  preserved  foods  and  meat  products,  all  of  which  are  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  premises  registered  or  recorded  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  as  follows:- 


Manufacture  of  _icam  ...  ...  2 

Q"’'  i>-e  cream  — prepacked  ...  ...  48 

— open  ...  ...  2 

— Vans  ...  ...  4 

— Mobile  Factories  ...  17 

— Vending  Machines  ...  2 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  ...  4 

Preparation  of  preserved  iood  ...  ...  24 


Sampling  of  Ice  Cream.— The  results  of  the  26  bacteriological  examinations 
of  ice  cream,  set  out  below,  are  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  3 which 
may  be  regarded  as  below  standard:- 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 
Grade  I Grade  II  Gradelll  Grade  IV 

Local  producers  — open 

External  producers  — open  

Manufactured  on  vehicle 

External  producers  — prepacked 


6 

6 - 

3 1 1 

7 1- 


Examination  of  Milk  Sapriples.— The  following  is  a summarv  of  the  38  milk 
samDles  submitted  for  Bacteriological  and  Phosphatase  Examination  during 

1^68:- 


Type  of  Milk 

Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test 

S Not  S 

Phosphatase 

S Not  S 

Turbidity 

+ 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

C.I.  Past. 

Past.  Horn. 

13 

7 

12 

13 

7 

12 

6 

‘S’  denotes  Satisfactory 

5.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951.— The  premises  and  conduct  of  the  businesses 
in  respect  of  which  two  licences  were  issued  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
were  satisfactory. 

6.  Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit.— In  the  interest  of  public  safety  the  depart- 
ment undertakes  the  supervision  of  installations  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  and  petroleum  mixtures.  The  supervision  of  installations  and  testing 
of  underground  tanks  necessitated  143  inspections  in  addition  to  the  scrutiny 
of  plans  for  new  installations.  The  number  of  storage  licences  issued  was  38 
and  the  income  from  licence  fees  amounted  tc  £38  Os.  Od. 
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Public  Cleansing.— 

(a)  Refuse  Collection.  The  incentive  bonus  scheme  continued  the  daily 
task  system  previously  operated  by  the  Department  which  ensured  a 
regular  weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  on  the  same  day 
and  time  each  week,  and  this  regularity  was  only  disturbed  on  the  occa- 
sion of  Bank  Holidays.  The  bonus  scheme  introduced  tension  and 
stresses  between  Men  and  Management  which  had  never  existed  previ- 
ously and  resulted  in  the  submission  of  a special  report  on  the  first 
years  operation  of  the  scheme  to  the  Council. 

No  financial  recognition  was  given  to  the  role  of  supervisors  as  vital 
links  in  communications*  between  Management  and  Men.  Whatever 
agreements  are  made  at  top  level  between  Councils  and  Unions  it  is 
on  the  shop  floor  where  they  are  made  effective.  If  the  differential  between 
a Supervisor  and  those  whose  work  he  is  responsible  for  is  small  or  non- 
existent, then  Management  can  rule  him  out  as  an  ally  in  increasing 
productivity. 

I reported  in  1965  that  the  volume  of  refuse  per  house  was  increasing 
and  this  trend  continues.  The  Council  during  the  year  agreed  to  the 
replacement  of  defective  dustbins  from  Council  owned  houses  with  3% 
cubic  foot  plastic  dustbins  and  the  use  of  3%  cubic  foot  sacks.  Within 
the  next  ten  years  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  either  ra) 
a twice  weekly  collection  of  refuse  or  b)  the  introduction  of  plastic 
tubs  with  bin  liners  to  cope  with  the  increased  volume  of  refuse  in  a 
throw  away  society. 

The  operation  of  the  bulk  container  hire  service  continued  satisfact- 
orily throughout  the  year  producing  an  income  of  £731.  It  became 
necessary  to  make  a small  increase  in  the  hire  charges  for  the  scheme 
to  operate  economically.  Each  week  308  bulk  containers,  making  an 
annual  total  of  16,016  containers,  were  emptied  from  schools,  flats, 
factories  and  business  premises  by  bulk  loading  vehicles.  Shop  and 
trade  refuse  is  removed  once  or  twice  per  week  and  in  some  instances 
daily;  there  are  71  agreements  in  existence  the  income  from  which 
amounted  to  £3,932. 

An  increasing  feature  of  the  Department’s  work  is  the  collection  of 
various  bulky  household  discards  which  are  collected  free  on  request. 
Householders  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  this  service  in  an  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  dumping  of  household  goods  to  the  detriment  of  local 
amenities.  During  the  year  applications  for  this  service  were  received 
at  the  rate  of  100  per  month. 

The  new  Cleansing  Depot  was  completed  and  occupied  in  November. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Department,  appropriate  and 
suitable  amenities  have  been  made  available  to  its  employees  and  staff. 
The  standard  is  comparable  with  the  best  in  industry  and  will  provide 
working  conditions  more  comparable  with  their  contribution  to  the  health 
and  welfare  of  the  public. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal.— All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping, 
utilising  an  International  Drott  fitted  with  a 4 in  1 shovel.  It  was 
possible  by  the  use  of  the  new  weighbridge  to  estimate  that  9,211  tons 
of  household  refuse,  1,391  tons  of  sweepings  and  litter  from  the  streets, 
3,684  tons  of  trade  refuse  and  14,000  tons  of  excavation  material  was 
received  and  disposed  of  at  the  West  Glebe  site. 

The  present  tipping  site  will  probably  last  for  18  months  to  2 years. 
In  1965  the  owners  of  land  to  the  east  of  the  town  were  disposed  to 
negotiate  for  this  purpose  and  it  is  to  the  Council’s  loss  that  this 
opportunity  was  not  taken. Discussions  took  place  regarding  the  feasib- 
ility of  using  a gullet  containing  24  feet  of  water  and  situated  to  the 
north  east  of  the  town.  The  proposal  was  rejected  and  the  land  owners 
advised  that,  subject  to  the  removal  of  the  water  by  drainage  work  or  in 
filling  above  the  ground  water  level,  furthei  consideration  to  such  a 
project  could  then  be  given. 
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(c)  Civic  Amenities  Act.— The  Development  Corporation  commenced 
work  during  the  year  on  a Cleansing  Sub  Depot  situated  under  the  car 
park  at  Saxilby  Close  on  the  Lincoln  Estate.  This  facility  will  enable 
the  public  to  deposit  free  additional  bulky  items  of  house  refuse  too 
laree  to  be  accommodated  in  the  standard  plastic  sack.  Householders 
may  also  deposit  extra  house  retuse  such  as  mattresses,  beds,  bedsteads. 
peramDu»aiors  at  tne  sup-depot  tor  subsequent  collection  oy  the  Council. 

The  sub. depot, is  open  during  the  following  hours;  — 

8 a.m.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  to  Friday 

8 a.m.  to  11  a.m.  Saturday 

9 a.m,  to  6 p.m.  Sunday 

The  West  Glebe  disposal  site  where  householders  may  deposit  free  of 
charge  garden  refuse,  vehicle  parts,  mattresses,  beds  etc.,  delivered 
to  the  tip  attendant,  access  through  the  Cleansing  Depot  is  open  during 
the  following  hours;  — 

Monday  and  Wednesday  8 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Tuesday,  Thursday 

and  Friday  8 a.m.  to  6 p.m. 

Saturday  8 a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

Removal  of  old  Motor  Vehicles.— Vehicles  which  are  complete  and  can 
be  towed  away  are  removed  free  of  charge. 

Vehicles  which  have  been  partly  dismantled  can  be  removed  at  a 
fixed  charge  of  £2. 

(d)  Transport.— Hitherto  refuse  collection  vehicles  have  been  written 
off  over  a period  of  seven  years,  the  introduction  of  an  incentive  bonus 
scheme  has  resulted  in  the  vehicle  being  subjected  to  increased  wear 
and  tear,  so  much  so  that  a more  realistic  write  down  period  would  be 
six  years.  A 60  cu.  yd.  Pakamatic  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  brought 
into  service  during  the  year  together  with  a crane  lorry  for  the  purpose 
of  transporting  bulk  containers  to  the  New  Cleansing  Depot  for  cleaning. 

Salvage.— The  sorting  and  baling  of  salvage  continued  in  an  old  farm 
building  using  a Crawford  fixed  box  baling  press  until  November  when 
this  press  was  transferred  to  the  new  Cleansing  Depot. 

The  collection  of  domestic  salvage  was  discontinued  in  accordance 
with  recommendations  of  the  Work  Study  Survey,  The  effect  of  this  is  to 
increase  the  fire  risk  at  the  disposal  site  and  to  lose  a source  of  revenue 
from  an  expanding  town,  in  which  the  majority  of  new  houses  do  not 
have  an  open  fire  on  which  to  burn  this  type  of  waste.  Investigations 
into  the  economic  possibilities  of  diverting  this  source  of  income 
available  to  the  Council  should  be  undertaken,  in  order  to  determine 
the  v.olume  available,  and  the  cost  of  a separate  collection. 

The  following  quantities  of  salvage  were  recovered  and  dispatched 
from  the  Depot  during  the  year,— 

Material  Weight  Income 


T ons 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

198 

8 

■ 1 

1,617 

3 

0 

Fibreboard 

Yll 

13 

2 

1,824 

6 

.6 

Rags  and  String 

1 

17 

0 

19 

2 

6 

Totals 

377 

18 

3 

3,460 

12 

0 
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Cleansing  Section  Establishment.— The  staffing  position  was  maintained 
at  a satisfactory  level  during  the  course  of  the  year,  there  were  33  new 
entrants  to  the  service  and  29  left.  The  actual  number  of  man  days  lost 
in  all  sections  was  2,171  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  323. 
Examination  of  the  relative  values  expressed  as  a percentage  indicates 
an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  absenteeism  in  all  classes  of  employees, 
except  refuse  collectors,  and  little  change  occured  in  the  man  days  lost 
from  sickness. 


Record  of  Sickness  and  Absenteeism 

(1) 


Employment 

Man  Days  Lost 

Proportion 

1967 

1968 

1967 

1968 

Refuse  Collectors 

1,070 

1,006 

15.7% 

9.0% 

Drivers 

297 

386 

13.2% 

20.0% 

Refuse  Disposal 

43 

57 

9.0% 

11.0% 

Salvage 

12 

86 

1.5% 

11.0% 

Sweeper  Drivers 

40 

60 

5.0% 

7.7% 

Manual  Sweepers 

386 

576 

12.4% 

12.0% 

TOTAL 

1,848 

2,171 

(2) 


Cause  of  Absence 

Man  Days  Lost 

Proportion 

1967 

1968 

1967 

1968 

Accidents 

247 

331 

13.4% 

15.2% 

Influenza 

108 

117 

5.9% 

5.4% 

Respiratory  Dis. 

323 

419 

17.5% 

19.2% 

Other  Ailments 

825 

921 

44.5% 

42.6% 

Unknown 

345 

383 

18.7% 

17.6% 

TOTAL 

1,848 

2,171 
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Streets  and  Pavement  Cleansing.— There  are  twelve  shopping  areas  in 
the  town  in  addition  to  the  Town  Centre  which  are  cleansed  daily 
throughout  the  year.  The  Town  Centre  is  also  cleansed  on  Sunday. 

Incentive  bonus  schemes  were  introduced  for  trial  periods,  employing 
three  two-man  teams  of  manual  sweepers  to  effect  a once  fortnightly 
cleansing  of  all  district  roads  and  a two  man  team  i.e.  a driver  and 
manual  sweeper  to  cleanse  daily  the  shopping  areas. 

The  Council  approved  the  establishment  of  sub-depots  consisting  of 
rented  garages  strategically  sited  throughout  the  town  in  which  to  store, 
overnight,  the  street  orderly  trucks  and  bulk  containers  to  temporarily 
store  street  sweepings.  This  arrangement  reduced  the  travelling  time  of 
manual  sweepers  from  depot  to  working  area  and  eliminated  lost  time  of 
manual  sweepers  waiting  for  orderly  trucks  to  be  emptied  during  working 
hours. 

A total  of  79  litter  bins  are  provided  throughout  the  town  and  used  to  a 
limited  extent.  The  annual  cost  of  cleansing  District  Roads  is  £16,541 
and  will  continue  to  increase  until  the  public  become  litter  conscious 
and  develop  some  civic  pride.  It  is  frustrating  to  hear  and  read  the 
comment  from  otherwise  responsible  citizens  “The  Council  should  pick 
up  more  litter”,  when  the  comment  ought  to  be  “The  Public  should  not 
create  litter”. 

Seasonal  operations  of  weed  spraying  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
by  means  of  a portable  mechanical  sprav  mounted  on  a vehicle  together 
with  a pedestrian  operated  pavement  sprayer,  A mechanical  sweeper  and 
a refuse  collection  vehicle  are  loaned  to  the  Surveyor’s  Department  for 
the  purpose  of  cleansing  the  Market  Square  on  the  two  market  days  each 
week.  Market  debris  consisting  of  vegetable  waste  and  fish  trimmings 
have  over  a period  been  ground  into  the  surface  of  the  market  square 
and  cannot  be  completely  removed  by  brushes.  In  consequence  the 
specification  for  the  new  gully  emptier  includes  street  cashing  equipment 
which  will  enable  the  market  to  be  properly  cleansed  , 

The  production  of  litter  from  the  open  market  has  become  a nuisance 
and  the  investigation  of  alternative  and  improved  methods  of  storage  and 
collection  is  required. 

The  Department  swept  and  emptied  the  gullies  of  the  County  and  District 
roads  throughout  the  year  in  respect  of  which  the  following  statistics 
are  submitted:  — 


Mileage  of  streets  cleansed  67  miles 

Frequency  of  cleansing 

Once  daily 4% 

Once  weekly  56% 

Twice  weekly 7% 

F ortnightly  33% 


An  incentive  bonus  scheme  for  gully  cleansing  was  introduced  for  a 
trial  period  utilising  one  man  operation 

Public  Conveniences.— There  are  eight  male  and  eight  female  public 
conveniences  in  the  Town  which  are  maintained  by  the  Department  and 
those  isolated  toilets  fitted  with  gates  are  locked  up  at  dusk. 

The  conveniences  are  cleansed  twice  daily  and  once  on  Sundays.  Full 
time  attendance  is  provided  at  the  Town  Centre  conveniences  on  Market 
days  i.e.  Friday  and  Saturday, 

Provision  has  been  made  for  further  toilets  to  be  constructed  in  the 
North  Lawn  neighbourhood  area  and  in  Phase  1 of  the  proposed  Town 
Centre  extensions.  The  latter  to  be  centrally  sited  at  ground  level, 
attended  between  the  hours  of  7 a.m,  and  11  p.m.  and  so  designed  to 
provide  minimum  requirements  for  both  sexes  at  other  periods,  toilet 
facilities  for  handicapped  persons  in  wheel  chairs  and  childrens  toilets. 
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I would  again  draw  attention  to  the  increasing  need  for  provision  of  public 
conveniences  on  trunk  roads  with  adequate  parking  facilities  for  the  use  of 
drivers  and  passengers  of  through  transport.  Consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  replacement  of  the  conveniences  opposite  Stockwood  Drive  and  The 
Jamb. 

Staff.— There  were  no  changes  in  the  staffing  position  of  the  Department 
during  the  year.  Pernio!  of  the  foregoing  pages  will  demonstrate  the  increase 
in  duties  which  are  becoming  more  difficult  to  carry  out  satisfactorily  with 
two  Assistant  Health  Inspectors. 

The  Council  approved  the  establishment  of  a Deputy  Cleansing  Superin- 
tendent and  Mr.  M.  Byrne  was  appointed  in  December  and  takes  up  his 
duties  in  January,  1969. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


(a)  Registration  and  General  Inspection:  — 


Premises  in  which  assistants  work  less  than  a total  of  twenty-one  hours 
per  week  and  premises  occupied  as  a family  business  are  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  Offices  occupied  by  a Local  Authority,  government 
offices  and  offices  within  the  curtilage  of  factories  are  the  responsibility  of 
H.M.  Factor”  Inspector.  In  consequence,  the  Council's  register  does  not  show 
the  total  number  of  premises  within  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  314  initial  inspections  of  premises  were  undertaken  and 
24b revisits.  The  total  number  of  premises  registered  at  31st.  December,  1968 
was  314. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number 

regd. 

during 

year. 

Number  of 
premises  regd. 
at  end  of  year. 

Number  of  premises 
receiving  general 
inspection  during 
year. 

Offices 

1 

72 

72 

Retail  Shops 

2 

210 

210 

Wholesale  shops 
and 

Warehouses 



1 

1 

Catering  estabs* 
open  to  the  public 
and  Canteens 

2 

2Q 

29 

Fuel  Storage 

Depots 

— 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

5 

314 

314 

Total  number  of  visits  of  ALL  kinds  to  these  premises  in  1968:-  559 

N.B.  "general  inspection”  means  any  inspection  of  premises  to  which 
the  act  applies  which  is  undertaken  to  ascertain  whether  all  the  relevant 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  instruments  are  complied  with. 
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(b)  Contraventions  of  the  Act.— During  the  year  12  contraventions  were 
found  during  general  inspections.  The  principal  offences  were  lack  of  first- 
aid  boxes 


Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

No.  of 

Contravention  etc. 

Section 

No.  of 

Contravention  etc. 

4 

Cleanliness 

14 

Seats,  (sedentary 
wlcrs) 

— 

5 

Overcrowding 

- 

15 

Eating  facilities 

- 

6 

Temperature 

Insufficient  heating 

No  thermometer 

5 

16 

Floors,  passages 

and 

stairs 

_ 

7 

Ventilation 

- 

17 

Fencing  exposed 
parts  of  machinery 

- 

8 

Lighting 

- 

18 

Protecting  young 

persons-dangerous 

machinery 



9 

Sanitary  conveniences 

2 

19 

Training  young 
persons  dangerous 
machinery 



10 

Washing  facilities 

1 

23 

Prohibition  heavy 
work 

- 

11 

Supply  of  drinking 
water 

- 

24 

First  Aid 

Provisions 

1 

12 

Clothing 

accommodation 

- 

25 

Abstract  not  provided 

3 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

- 

TOTAL 

12 

(c)  Reported  Accidents.— Four  accidents,  all  non-fatal,  were  reported  during 
1968,  which  warranted  investigation.  - It  must  be  appreciated  that,  in  spite 
of  national  publicity,  all  occupiers  of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies  are 
not  yet  fully  aware  of  their  obligations,  hence  the  number  of  accidents 
reported  are  smaller  than  actual  occurrences. 
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Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents.  1968. 
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Reported  Accidents  1968- 


No 

Action 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Tf 

Action  Recommended 

Informal 

warning 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F ormal 
warning 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Prosecuted 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  No. 

Invest- 

igated. 

1 

<3* 

1 

1 

1 

No. 

Reported 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Workplace 

Offices 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses. 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public  and 
canteens 

Fuel  storage  Depots 

TOTALS 
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(d)  L ighti ng.— Regulations  prescribing  standards  of  lighting  have  not  been 
made  available  to  date  by  the  Minister.  Improvements  in  lighting  conditions, 
which  were  considered  unsatisfactory,  were  achieved  by  informal  action. 
The  majority  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  due  to  defective  fluorescent 
tubes  giving  rise  to  oscillating  light  waves. 
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Pre»cribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  ONE  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
tions made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number 

of 

Premises 

on 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 

eluded  in  (i)  in 
whieff  Section  7 is 

enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

66 

122 

7 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

*54 

149 

TOTAL 

121 

275 

7 

- 

♦Building  Sites 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number 

defects 

were  found 

of  cases 

in  which 

Referred 

Prosecu- 

Re  me- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions  were 

Particulars 

F ound 

died 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

instituted 

tor 

tor 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  

Unreasonable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

temperature  (S.3.)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4.)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6.)  •••••••••••••••• 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.7.): . ; 

— 

— 







(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

r 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

6 

6 

— 





(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK  (Sections  I 1 0 and  III) 


Section  110 


Section  111 


Nature  of  Work 
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CO 

o 

u 


(X 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  f ^fking'  etc*  " 
f *s  Cleansing  and 
apparel  « . 

L washing  

7 

- 

— 

— . 

- 

— 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture 

hangings  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstery  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making  

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

chains  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  anchors 

and  grapnels  ....» 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 



Locks,  latches  and  keys  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 





Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or 

— 

— 

— 

other  receptacles  or 

parts  thereof  made  wholly 
or  partially  of  paper 

Brush  making  

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carding, etc., of  buttons, etc. 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas 

— 

“ 

““ 

" 

crackers,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc ;... 









— 

— 

Textile  weaving  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

62 
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Measurement  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


P.G.  — Site  No.  2 Pen  Green  Lane 
M.  — Site  No.  3 Mortuary. 


MONTH 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SM/S02— RATIO 

January  P.G. 

82 

22 

3.72 

M. 

61 

52 

1.18 

February  P.G. 

51 

32 

1.60 

M. 

79 

76 

1.04 

March  P.G. 

36 

28 

1.28 

M. 

47 

36 

1.30 

April  P.G. 

44 

49 

0.90 

M. 

40 

70 

0.57 

May  P.G. 

24 

30 

0.80 

M. 

27 

38 

0.71 

June  P.G. 

20 

40 

0.50 

M. 

24 

42 

0.57 

July  P.G. 

21 

29 

0.72 

M. 

18 

23 

0.78 

August  P.G. 

19 

22 

0.86 

M. 

26 

32 

0.81 

September  P.G. 

31 

50 

0.62 

M. 

26 

33 

0.79 

October  P.G. 

44 

32 

1.37 

M. 

37 

39 

0.95 

November  P.G. 

54 

71 

0.76 

M. 

64 

111 

0.58 

December  P.G. 

59 

66 

0.90 

M. 

71 

100 

0.71 

Results  expressed  in  Microgrammes  per  Cubic  Metre 


WIND  DIRECTION  1968 


N 


MAP  SHOWING  BUILT  UP  AREAS  AND  GAUGE  SITES 


